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Your assessment task is to create storyboard scenes for a short documentary called ‘The Power of the Mughal Empire’. You need to 

select six images from those shown below (or you could choose your own), and then write a scene card for each one. Using 100-150 

words per card, you should explain what the image shows, how it links to the Mughal Empire, and what the image tells us about the 

power of the Mughals. You could even use a PowerPoint presentation to create the documentary, inserting slides with your chosen 

images and recording yourself reading out your completed scene cards.

TASK 1: Below and on the next page are some images you could choose from. To help you decide which ones to pick, write notes 

using the space on the next page: what do the images show? How could you link them to the Mughal Empire? You might need to do 

some extra research.

Assessment p.1: Why did the Mughal Empire become so powerful during the early modern period?

Mughal cannon: Battle of Panipat: Mughal war elephant: 

Mughal coins: Mughal textiles: Mughal peacock throne:
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Assessment p.2: Why did the Mughal Empire become so powerful during the early modern period?

The Taj Mahal: A Mughal court scene: Tomb of Nur Jahan: 

Page from a book written about Akbar by 
an official court historian at the time:

Spices for trade: The Mughal Empire at its largest:

Space for your notes:
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TASK 2: Select your six images, and decide what order you will put them in. Your images should help tell the ‘story’ of the Mughal 

Empire, so you could think about placing the images chronologically (earliest to latest). 

Now, it’s time to create your storyboard. Use the space below and on the next page to cut and stick the images (or recreate them 

by drawing your own version). Then, write your scene cards below the images. Make sure you explain what the viewer sees, and how 

the images link to – or help us to understand – the Mughal Empire’s power. 

Assessment p.3: Why did the Mughal Empire become so powerful during the early modern period?

Image 1: Image 2: Image 3: 

Your scene card: Your scene card: Your scene card: 
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Assessment p.4: Why did the Mughal Empire become so powerful during the early modern period?

Image 1: Image 2: Image 3: 

Your scene card: Your scene card: Your scene card: 

TASK 3: Your final task is to write a brief introduction to your documentary. Use the space on the next page to explain: 

- What the Mughal Empire was, and where it was located. 

- Who the Mughal emperors were, and what kind of power they had. Who were the most famous emperors? 

- What your documentary will explore/focus on. 

- Anything else that you think modern-day viewers need to know about the Mughal Empire (is it important that they know how it 

declined?).
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Assessment p.5: Why did the Mughal Empire become so powerful during the early modern period?

Criteria: Tick: 

❖ Have you identified six images, and thought carefully about the order you will put them in, to best tell the story of the Mughal 
Empire? Are your images varied: do they show, for example, the different aspects of Mughal power (military, leadership, 
culture…)?

❖ Have you written 100-150 word scene cards for each image, explaining what the viewer is seeing, and how it links to the 
Mughals?

❖ Have you included explanations, outlining why the Mughals were able to become so powerful? 

❖ Have you written an interesting and factually accurate introduction for your documentary?

Teacher feedback: 
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