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Multiple choice questions: /5

1: What type of weapon did Babur rely on in battle? 
A) Crossbows
B) Gunpowder cannons
C) Giant wooden catapults.

2: Which Mughal emperor created his own religion, called the Din-i-
Ilahi? 
A) Akbar
B) Aurangzeb
C) Humayun.

3: Why did Shah Jahan build the Taj Mahal? 
A) To celebrate a major military victory. 
B) To use as a new royal palace for the emperor’s family.
C) To honour his wife after she died. 

4: Which of the following was one of Nur Jahan’s achievements? 
A) She led the Mughal army in a battle against Sikh rebels. 
B) She created an alliance with the East India Company to increase 

trade. 
C) She gave orders, and even had coins created in her name.

5: Which major battle did the East India Company win, giving them 
control of Bengal? 
A) The Battle of Buxar
B) The Battle of Panipat
C) The Battle of Plassey. 

Put the key events in chronological order: /5

Akbar becomes emperor. 

Babur wins the Battle of Panipat. 

Aurangzeb becomes emperor. 

The East India Company wins a battle in Bengal.

Aurangzeb’s death marks the beginning of the 
empire’s decline. 

Match up the key terms with their definitions: /5

Mughal Empire When people in power act dishonestly, hoping to gain 
money or benefits for themselves. 

Islam Powerful empire that ruled most of modern-day India 
from the 1500s to the 1700s. 

Enlightened Trading company that gradually took control of large 
parts of India in the 1700s. 

Corruption Religion followed by Muslims. 

East India 
Company

To be open-minded and fair to different groups of 
people. 

Answer these questions in brief sentences: /5

1: Explain why 
interpretations of 
Babur differ: 

2: Describe some of 
the rulers/actions who 
contributed to the 
‘golden age’: 

3: Explain why Nur 
Jahan was significant 
enough to have her 
tomb restored:

4: Describe some of 
the reasons for the 
Mughal Empire’s 
decline:

5: Describe the impact 
of the East India 
Company on the people 
of the empire: 

Why did the Mughal Empire become so powerful during the early modern period?
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1: What type of weapon did Babur rely on in battle? 
A) Crossbows
B) Gunpowder cannons
C) Giant wooden catapults.

2: Which Mughal emperor created his own religion, called the Din-i-
Ilahi? 
A) Akbar
B) Aurangzeb
C) Humayun.

3: Why did Shah Jahan build the Taj Mahal? 
A) To celebrate a major military victory. 
B) To use as a new royal palace for the emperor’s family.
C) To honour his wife after she died. 

4: Which of the following was one of Nur Jahan’s achievements? 
A) She led the Mughal army in a battle against Sikh rebels. 
B) She created an alliance with the East India Company to increase 

trade. 
C) She gave orders, and even had coins created in her name.

5: Which major battle did the East India Company win, giving them 
control of Bengal? 
A) The Battle of Buxar
B) The Battle of Panipat
C) The Battle of Plassey. 

Put the key events in chronological order: /5

Akbar becomes emperor. 2 (1556)

Babur wins the Battle of Panipat. 1 (1526)

Aurangzeb becomes emperor. 3 (1658)

The East India Company wins a battle in Bengal. 5 (1757)

Aurangzeb’s death marks the beginning of the 
empire’s decline. 

4 (1707)

Match up the key terms with their definitions: /5

Mughal Empire When people in power act dishonestly, hoping to gain 
money or benefits for themselves. 

Islam Powerful empire that ruled most of modern-day India 
from the 1500s to the 1700s. 

Enlightened Trading company that gradually took control of large 
parts of India in the 1700s. 

Corruption Religion followed by Muslims. 

East India 
Company

To be open-minded and fair to different groups of 
people. 

Answer these questions in brief sentences: /5

1: Explain why 
interpretations of 
Babur differ: 

Some think he was driven by religion, and others by a 
desire for political control. Whilst he described his 
military wins as victories for Islam, he gave jobs to 
people from different faiths, showing he wanted the 
best people in power.

2: Describe some of 
the rulers/actions who 
contributed to the 
‘golden age’: 

Akbar brought people of different religions 
together, ending unfair taxes; Shah Jahan built the 
Taj Mahal; Babur, Akbar and others showed 
tolerance towards different religions.

3: Explain why Nur 
Jahan was significant 
enough to have her 
tomb restored:

After marrying Emperor Jahangir, she made 
important decisions and acted as leader. She 
protected the empire against rebellion. She created 
new clothing styles, and designed important 
monuments and gardens. 

4: Describe some of 
the reasons for the 
Mughal Empire’s 
decline:

Political problems (after Aurangzeb’s death, 
leadership was weaker); economic problems (officials 
weren’t able to collect as much tax); rebellions (from 
the Marathas and Sikhs); European expansion (East 
India Company). 

5: Describe the impact 
of the East India 
Company on the people 
of the empire: 

Wealth (some became poorer with new taxes to pay, 
but some had new trade opportunities); law and 
justice (authority worked differently); culture (new 
religious freedoms); land and property ownership 
changed. 

Why did the Mughal Empire become so powerful during the early modern period?
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