
Lesson Enquiry Question Main disc. focus Substantive knowledge covered Key terms

To what extent was political 
change caused by riots and 
rebels in the 19th century?

Change and 
continuity
Causation

• Voting rights in 1750  and today.
• Main political changes in 19th century including, Six Acts, Roman Catholic Relief Act, 

Great Reform Act, Second Reform Act, Trade Union Act, Ballot Act, Corruption 
Practices Act and 1884 Reform Act.

• A selection of protests including 1817 Pentrich Rebellion, 1819 Peterloo Massacre, 
1831 Bristol riots, 1834 Tolpuddle Martyrs, 1838-50 Chartists and 1866 Hyde Park 
riots

Reform 
Acts, riot, 
radical, 
trade union, 
MP, 
corruption, 
Chartism

How should we remember 
the Peterloo Massacre?

Interpretations • Establish the 1972 plaque to the Peterloo Massacre.
• The main events leading up to the Massacre.
• What happened on the day at St Peters Field.
• The short-term consequences of the so called Peterloo Massacre.
• Criteria for what makes a successful medieval monarch.

Unemployment, 
election, 
magistrate, 
riot, Six Acts. 

Swing Riots Decision Maker Change and 
continuity

• Enclosure, and its consequences for agricultural labourers
• The introduction of threshing machines and their consequences for agricultural 

labourers.
• Agricultural machine breaking.
• The resulting increases in wages and reduction in rents

agriculture, 
threshing 
machines, 
enclosures, 
church tithe, 
Swing Riots. 

How much do you agree with 
the Professor about the Swing 
Riots?

Interpretations
Source Analysis
Causation

• Establish an interpretation of the causes of the Swing Riots.
• Enclosure and its consequences for agricultural labourers.
• The amount of machine-breaking and arson  attacks recorded in the Swing Riots per 

county.

Swing riots, 
enclosure, 
arson, 
threshing 
machines.

Why did the Mason Brothers 
join their local Swing Riot?

Causation
Source Analysis 

• Establishing different reasons why locals rioted including wage reduction, the 
reading of The Political Register and threshing machines.

• Court data showing different people who ‘rioted’ by job type, crime and 
punishments.

Tythingmen,
Agricultural 
labourers,
Arson, 
Wheelwright,
Acquitted

Was Harriet Taylor Mill the 
most significant feminist 
campaigner of the 19th

century?

Significance • Differing views of ’womanhood’ in the early and late 19th century and early 20th

century.
• Contextual knowledge about John Stuart Mill.
• Precise knowledge about Harriet Taylor Mill and her role in promoting women’s 

rights.
• Prcise knowledge about the campaigner Annie Bessant and her role in promoting 

women’s rights.

significance, 
feminist, 
franchise, 
taboo, strike, 

suffragette.
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