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Resource sheet 1

What Kind of leader was Oliver Cromwell?

You will be looking at some information to find out  what kind of leader Oliver Cromwell was. The information was written by a history teacher and summarises Oliver Cromwell’s career.
Task 1: You need to use the evidence on the next page to fill in the table below. You can use the copy and paste, or the drag and drop function to include quotes in the third column. Be careful as you might be able to use some of the evidence in more than one row.

You need to add quote marks and then, where necessary add a sentence explaining what the evidence tells you about the kind of leader Cromwell was. When you have finished, save your document
	Characteristic
	Y/N
	Evidence about Cromwell

	Good army leader


	
	

	Fair


	
	

	Caring


	
	

	Religious


	
	

	Decisive. 


	
	 


What Kind of man was Oliver Cromwell?

Parliament eventually won the war against Charles. One important reason for this was Oliver Cromwell, one of the army generals. Cromwell was an MP from Cambridgeshire.  Cromwell turned Parliament’s soldiers into a well-disciplined fighting force. Cromwell even used men from poor backgrounds as his captains provided that they had faith in God and were skilled in battle. This was a new idea. Only gentlemen and lords served in the King’s army. Because of Cromwell’s superior New Model Army, the King was captured and imprisoned in 1647.

In 1648 Charles persuaded his supporters in Scotland to start the war again. This was too much for Cromwell. He swiftly beat the Scottish army.  Next Parliament agreed to put Charles on trial for treason.  After all, the King had gone against them. At the trial Charles was found guilty and sentenced to death. 59 members of Parliament signed the death warrant; Oliver Cromwell was one of them.  At 2pm on January 30th 1649 Charles was executed.  Between 1649 and 1658 England was a republic – it was a country that wasn’t ruled by a monarch. In this time Oliver Cromwell had more power than anyone else.

Cromwell used his power immediately. He double crossed some of his supporters, known as Levellers. The Levellers wanted all men over 21 to have the right to vote and they wanted to allow anyone to follow any religion. Cromwell had their leaders arrested, then murdered.

In 1649 Cromwell took his army to Ireland.  He had heard dreadful rumours from Irish Protestant’s about how they were being treated by Irish Catholics. When Irish rebels refused to surrender in Drogheda, Cromwell acted swiftly.  These actions are still remembered with horror today. He ordered his soldiers to kill all the rebel Catholic soldiers in the fort. When hundreds hid in the Church, Cromwell told his men to set it on fire. Many were burnt alive. Every single priest in the town was burned alive.

In 1653 Cromwell became annoyed with the MPs who were running the country. He sent 30 soldiers into Parliament threw the MPs out. He was making himself even more powerful, he became almost a dictator. 

England became peaceful, although a little dull. Cromwell allowed more religious freedom than usual (except in Catholic Ireland), and allowed the Jews back to England. He gained a high reputation abroad as well.  Cromwell introduced many Puritan (extreme Protestant) ideas. All theatres were closed down; dancing around maypoles on May Day was banned. Many inns were shut down. Bull and bear baiting were forbidden. No one was allowed to work or play football on Sundays. Christmas Day was made a day of fasting. No one was supposed to eat. Soldiers even went through London pulling meat from people’s ovens. If anyone was caught swearing they had to pay a fine. Many people became fed up with life under Cromwell and many people were pleased when he died in 1658.
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