Imaginative curriculum design in Key Stage 3 history


Strong Empire Emphasis: Draft 2

	Year 7
	Year 8
	Year 9

	CORE
	Introduction – What’s an Empire?1

Medieval Empires – If England could control Wales by 1500, why not Scotland, Ireland or France? 2
The British Empire3

Introduction – What can a Christmas Pudding tell us about the British Empire?

The Tudors – How successful was Elizabeth’s attempt to build an Empire?
	CORE
	The English Civil War? What did the Scots and Irish have to do with it? 4
The American Revolution. The wrong Empire? How did the British lose America and gain an Empire?5

How did the Industrial Revolution change people’s lives…

            In the UK

            Beyond the UK6
India from the Mughals to the Raj – Why was India so important to the British? 7
‘Sinews of Empire’ - Slavery and the Slave Trade8

	CORE
	World Wars and Empire

· Why are there so many straight lines of the map of Africa? The scramble for Africa and the outbreak of WW1. 9
· “A grave so far from the homeland” Why is Private Read buried in Basra? (Winchester War Dead) 10
· Against Fascism or for the Empire – What were we fighting for in WW2? 11
· Was WW2 the end of Empire? 12
The American Empire? Is it a force for good? 13
What happened to the Empire? 
“Association football and F*** Off” Is this a fair assessment of the legacy of Empire.

“Two bald men fighting over a comb” Why did we go to war over the Falklands in 1982?

What’s the Queen doing on Australia’s stamps?

Why do we have a commonwealth but not an Empire?

Should we say sorry for the Empire? 14

	Britain

1066-1500

Britain 1500-1750: Tudors
	
	Britain 1500-1750:

English Civil War & its conse-quences

Britain 1750-1900

World Study before 1900: India from the Mughal Empire to the coming of the British
	
	European Study before 1900: European Imperialism in the 19th Century

World Study after 1900
	


Strong Empire Emphasis: Rationale

KS3 is given a greater coherence by tracking one strand throughout. Wherever possible curriculum content is linked to theme of Empire, using a series of depth studies and interesting questions.

‘Traditional’ lessons can fit around the main themes highlighted on the plan – each area of study serves to emphasise the role of Empire within this. This might involve just making a brief link which may comprise no more than a lesson (such as ‘Medieval Empires’ and ‘The English Civil War?’) whilst other areas will involve a depth study (such as ‘India from the Mughals to the Raj’ and ‘The American Revolution’).

The idea of Empire is initially introduced at the start of Year 7 by reviewing Empires they may have studied before (e.g. Roman) whilst whetting their appetite with those to come through engaging images and facts. Having created a definition of Empire and thought about the positive and negatives, they have a framework which can be referred back to constantly and developed.

The emphasis is very much on the British Empire, but there should be enough references to other Empires to provide plenty of scope for comparison. The experiences of different groups of people within the Empire should also be a clear focus, whether looking at the impact of the British on other countries or the impact of other countries on Britain.

The final unit is designed to provide some provocative questions to allow pupils to track back and analyse the past three years of study from different perspectives. 

Detailed Planning (to be hyperlinked)

1Introduction – What’s an Empire?

Introduces concept of Empire and creates a definition which pupils can use and revise throughout KS3

Content: Images of different Empires, recapping and whetting appetite – what connects them? Can we come up with a definition of Empire. Introducing connecting theme – are Empires a force for good or bad?

Skills Targeted: Chronological Understanding, Relationships between features, Identifying Trends

2Medieval Empires – If England could control Wales by 1500, why not Scotland, Ireland or France?

Enables pupils to apply idea of Empire to Medieval world and trace origins of relationship with close neighbours.

Content: Examination and comparison of the changing relationship between England and its neighbours and the extent to which they were under English control by 1500. Could also make links to how this period is remembered today, for example by looking at changing interpretations of William Wallace.

Skills Targeted: Chronological Understanding, Relationships between features, Diversity of societies, Interpretations

3The British Empire

Introduces the idea of a British Empire and examines its origins

Introduction – What can a Christmas Pudding tell us about the British Empire?

Content: Using ‘Empire Marketing Board’ 1928 Empire Christmas Pudding recipe to trace location of all the ingredients on a map, exploring extent of Empire at its peak and other issues such as value of trade and change of countries’ names.

Skills Targeted: Enquiry

The Tudors – How successful was Elizabeth’s attempt to build an Empire?

Content: Examination of early colonial settlements in Ireland, America and Pacific. What do these tell us about Elizabeth’s Aims? How successful were they? Could also make a comparison between portraits of Elizabeth / Victoria where ‘imperial’ imagery is used.

Skills Targeted: Significance, Enquiry

4The English Civil War? What did the Scots and Irish have to do with it?

Brief appreciation of Imperial connection with the Civil War by tracking involvement of Scotland & Ireland

Content: Extent of Irish and Scots involvement in key battles, Irish Rebellion and its consequences. 

Skills Targeted: Significance

5The American Revolution. The wrong Empire? How did the British lose America and gain an Empire?

Enables pupils to see how the British Empire evolved from the its Tudor beginnings to the 18th Century, appreciating the unplanned nature of much of its development and the growing extent of its global impact. Much of this can be planned around selective use of episode 11 of Simon Schama’s A History of Britain, ‘The wrong Empire’

Content: Key causes, events and consequences of the American Revolution. The growth of British power in India

Skills Targeted: Relationships between features, causation

6How did the Industrial Revolution change people’s lives…

In the UK

Beyond the UK

Pupils carry out a traditional enquiry into the industrial revolution but examine it’s ‘Imperial’ dimension at each point in terms of trade, social and cultural impact.

Content: Influence of Imperial market & raw materials on development of cotton industry in UK

Skills Targeted: Causation, Enquiry

7India from the Mughals to the Raj – Why was India so important to the British?

Provides less Anglo centric view of British rule in India

Content: Key events & changes in India from coming of Mughals to the 1857 rebellion and its consequences

Skills Targeted: Chronological understanding, Causation, Interpretations

8‘Sinews of Empire’ - Slavery and the Slave Trade

Provides a depth study on one aspect of the relationship between Empire and the industrial revolution

Content: Origins, economic and social nature of slavery, abolition and the long term consequences of slavery for Africa, America and the West Indies. 

Skills Targeted: Diversity of Societies, Enquiry

World Wars and Empire

9Why are there so many straight lines of the map of Africa? The scramble for Africa and the outbreak of WW1.

A brief overview of the scramble for Africa which provides an Imperial context for more traditional work on the causes of WW1

Content: Imperial campaigns in Africa and their consequences, comparison of maps with European ones to investigate why there are so many straight lines and the historical rather than geographical reasons for this.

Skills Targeted: Enquiry

10“A grave so far from the homeland” Why is Private Read buried in Basra? (Winchester War Dead)

Making use of a database to investigate the Imperial dimension of WW1

Content: Mesopotamian campaigns, Winchester War Dead database

Skills Targeted: Enquiry

11Against Fascism or for the Empire – What were we fighting for in WW2?

Making use of maps to investigate extent to which British involvement in WW2 was driven by Imperial defence

Content: Comparison of maps of British Empire and conflict zones

Skills Targeted: Enquiry

12Was WW2 the end of Empire?

Gives pupils a chance to investigate the end of Empire and explore its causes

Content: Examination of reason for decline of Empire and extent to which this was caused by WW2

Skills Targeted: Causation, Significance

13The American Empire? Is it a force for good?

A chance to examine USA’s global dominance and its impact on modern world

Content: Impact of American on world since 1945, end of the Cold War, modern day globalisation and terrorism

Skills Targeted: Chronological understanding, Enquiry

14What happened to the Empire?

A range of different enquires to give pupils an opportunity to investigate the legacy of Empire. An excellent opportunity both to extend pupils and give them something a little bit different to finish Year 9. This also provides them with a chance to look at current debates about Empire.

 “Association football and F*** Off” Is this a fair assessment of the legacy of Empire.

The quote for this question comes from an article written by Niall Ferguson in the BBC History Magazine, Feb 03. The full quote reads…

“Sir Richard Turnbull, the penultimate Governor of Aden, once told Denis Healey that ‘when the British Empire finally sank beneath the waves of history, it would leave behind it only two great monuments: one was the game of Association Football, the other was the expression ‘F*** off’’. ‘Anglobalisation’ has shaped the modern world so profoundly that we now risk taking its achievements for granted.”

Thought you’d like to know the full context so you don’t just think it’s me being obscene!

“Two bald men fighting over a comb” Why did we go to war over the Falklands in 1982?

What’s the Queen doing on Australia’s stamps?

Why do we have a commonwealth but not an Empire?

Should we say sorry for the Empire?

Content: Interpretations of Britain and its role in the world today and the Imperial background to this.

Skills Targeted: Interpretations

